
Chain-breaking Melodies

Pastor Joshua V. Schneider

Yesterday was Easter, and I'm always thrilled to sing out with hundreds of
Alleluias our praises to Jesus Christ, who conquered sin and the grave for
us. As we were singing those familiar Easter hymns, I began to notice how
often they speak of Jesus breaking chains or bursting from death's prison.
Take note of just a sampling from our usual Easter repertoire:

●He broke the age-bound chains of hell; the bars from heaven's high portals
fell. Let hymns of praise His triumph tell. Alleluia! (The Strife is O'er, the
Battle Done, LSB 464:4). Jesus has broken the chains of hell and unbarred
the way for us into eternal life!

●Now I will cling forever to Christ, My Savior true; My Lord will leave me
never, whate'er He passes through. He rends death's iron chain; He breaks
through sin and pain; He shatter's hell's grim thrall; I follow Him through
all. (Awake, My Heart, with Gladness, LSB 467:6). Not death, sin, pain,
or the power of hell can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus. He leads us through all.
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●Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ has burst the gates of hell. Death
in vain forbids His rise; Christ has opened paradise. (Christ the Lord is
Risen Today, LSB 469:3). No powers could keep Jesus in the grave. He
has risen in victory for us to join Him!

●He's risen, He's risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; He opened death's prison, the
incarnate, True Word. Break forth hosts of heaven in jubilant song, and
earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong! (He's Risen, He's Risen,
LSB 480:1). Jesus, the Word of God became flesh to open the prison of
death for us. He came into our prison to jail-break us from the power
of death. But it was no illegal action, because He bore the death penalty
for us! There is no crime left to be paid! Sing out heaven! "

●Had Christ, who once was slain, not burst His three-day prison, our faith
had been in vain: but now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; But now has
Christ arisen! (This Joyful Eastertide, LSB 482 refrain). If Christ had not
been raised, we would have no hope. But He conquered death and is
alive, so our faith is not in vain.

●Tis the spring of souls today: Christ has burst His prison and from three
days' sleep in death, as a sun has risen; all the winter of our sins, long and
dark is flying. From His light, to whom is giv'n laud and praise
undying….(this hymn has additional references to the bursting from the
tomb/prison). (Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain, LSB 487:2). Like the
faithful rising sun, Jesus the Son of Righteousness has driven back the
darkness and gloom of our sin, and has set us free from it's power.

Now compare this sampling of Easter themes to some Scripture passages:

●Psalm 102:18-22   Let this be recorded for a generation to come, so that
a people yet to be created may praise the Lord:  that he looked down
from his holy height; from heaven the Lord looked at the earth, to hear
the groans of the prisoners, to set free those who were doomed to die,
that they may declare in Zion the name of the Lord, and in Jerusalem
his praise, when peoples gather together, and kingdoms, to worship the
Lord.
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●Psalm 107:10-16  Some sat in darkness and in the shadow of death,
prisoners in affliction and in irons, for they had rebelled against the
words of God, and spurned the counsel of the Most High. So he bowed
their hearts down with hard labor; they fell down, with none to help.
Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them
from their distress. He brought them out of darkness and the shadow
of death, and burst their bonds apart. Let them thank the LORD for his
steadfast love, for his wondrous works to the children of man! For he
shatters the doors of bronze and cuts in two the bars of iron.

●Isaiah 42:6-7  "I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will
take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the
people, a light for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring
out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in
darkness.

●Isaiah 61:1  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD
has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to those who are bound.

●Malachi 4:2  But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness
shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves
from the stall.

●Acts 2:23-24  …this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of
lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it
was not possible for him to be held by it.

●1 Corinthians 15:14-22  And if Christ has not been raised, then our
preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. We are even found to be
misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised
Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised.
For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your
sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  If
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Feeling Comfortable with People who have Disabilities  Part 4

Note from Pastor Schneider: the following article was supplied by our CNH
Disability Task Force. It's part four of the four-part series recently featured
in our church newsletters. I hope you found them instructive!

Epilepsy

According to the Epilepsy Foundation's national office, epilepsy is a generic
term used to define a variety of seizure disorders.  A seizure is a disturbance
in the electrical activity of the brain.  A person with recurring seizures is
said to have epilepsy.  Most seizures last only a few minutes, and many
individuals receive enough warning to avoid injury.  Most seizures can be
controlled or prevented with medication.  Nearly 2.5 million people in the
U.S. have epilepsy, 30% are under the age of 18.  Causes include head
trauma and brain tumors.  However, in over 70% of all cases, no cause can
be found.

If an Individual Has a Seizure:

●Keep calm, and reassure other people who may be nearby.  Keep crowds
away.

●Help the person lie down comfortably-turn the person on the side to
prevent choking on saliva.   Some individuals may not be able to swallow
and their lips may move, so tiny bubbles may appear at the mouth.

in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be
pitied.  But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits
of those who have fallen asleep.  For as by a man came death, by a man
has come also the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so

also in Christ shall all be made alive.

Christ Jesus has burst our bonds apart, freeing us from
sin, death, and the dread of hell. Let's gather together
to worship the Lord and sing out His praise with some

chain-breaking melodies!
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●Clear the area of hard, sharp objects which could injure the person.
Place a pillow or a folded coat under the person's head.

●Loosen tight clothing, especially around the neck, that may make
breathing difficult.

●Remember that the person may not breathe well, and that skin color
may be affected.

●Do not force anything between the teeth.  It is not true that a person
having a seizure can swallow his or her tongue.  Efforts to hold the
tongue down can injure teeth.

●Call for medical help if: breathing stops; the seizure lasts longer than
five minutes; the person continues to have one seizure after another;
or the person becomes injured.  Don't attempt artificial respiration
unless the person does not resume breathing after the seizure.

●After the seizure, the person may be confused and should not be left
alone.

HELP TO BUILD AN INCLUSIVE WORLD ONE RELATIONSHIP AT A TIME.

Information source: Feeling comfortable with people who have
disabilities, published by Bethesda Institute.
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At our recent LWML West Maui meeting, Dianne Corson opened it with
prayer. Elaine Gramit presented the devotion. She and her dear husband,
Ed are experiencing considerable stress at the present time. They turn
for strength, assurance and comfort to our heavenly Father who
oversees all aspects of our lives.
The following verses from the hymn,:

All Depends on Our Possessing
Written 1676 by Haus Kirke

1 All depends on our possessing
God's abundant grace and blessing,

Though all earthly wealth depart.
They who trust with faith unshaken

By their God are not forsaken
And will keep a dauntless heart.

2 He who to this day has fed me
And to many joys has led me,

Is and ever shall be mine.
He who ever gently schools me,

He who daily guides and rules me
Will remain my help divine.

3 Many spend their lives in fretting
Over trifles and in getting

Things that have no solid ground.
I shall strive to win a treasure

That will bring me lasting pleasure
And that now is seldom found.
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4 When with sorrow I am stricken,
Hope anew my heart will quicken;

All my longing shall be stilled.
To His loving-kindness tender

Soul and body I surrender;
For on God alone I build.

5 Well He knows what best to grant me;
All the longing hopes that haunt me,

Joy and sorrow, have their day.
I shall doubt His wisdom never;

As God wills, so be it ever;
I commit to Him my way.

6 If my days on earth He lengthen,
God my weary soul will strengthen;

All my trust in Him I place.
Earthly wealth is not abiding,
Like a stream away is gliding;

Safe I anchor in His grace.

Jo Kincheloe closed our meeting with prayer. To God Be The Glory!

Aloha, Virginia
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Thrivent Financial Helps Feed the Hungry
SUNDAY, JUNE 8, FUNDRAISER FOR THE FOOD PANTRY

Thrivent Financial will match $1 for every $2
donated up to a total of $500 to help feed
the hungry. Therefore, on Sunday, June 8,

(our regular Food Pantry Sunday) we are
encouraging our Emmanuel
members to please make a
monetary donation to the
Food Pantry in place of our

usual non-perishable
canned items. This will

happen only for the month
of June.

Please prayerfully consider making a monetary donation so we can
receive the Thrivent Financial matching funds.

Checks should be made out to: Emmanuel Lutheran Church and in the
memo space please indicate for the Food Pantry.

Ponder.  Meditate. Reflect
Ephesians 2:4-5. " because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in

mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions---it is by grace you have been saved"

I know I'm a sinner and Christ is my need
His death is my ransom, no merit I plead,

His work is sufficient, on Him I believe;
I have life eternal when Him I receive.  (Anon.)
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What a breezy month this has been.  It is wonderful weather at school and it has
made our Calendar/Weather time very interesting with a variety of weather changes.
Science:  We experimented with bag kites and pinwheels during our wind unit.
We also learned about animal habitats, camouflage, living and non-living things
and life cycles of ladybugs, butterflies, frogs, humans, plants and trees.
Art:  We sculpted with play dough, using colored stones and sticks; painted with
water colors and tempera.
Language Arts:  We are spending a lot of time drawing and writing in our notebooks.
There is an emphasis on writing first names for the children going on to
Kindergarten next school year.  We enjoyed the many rhyming words in the book,
In the “Small, Small,Pond” by Denise Fleming.  We drew our own small, small, pond
in our notebooks.
Mathematics: We are working on measurement: scale – weight; measuring
ourselves; measuring various items with a ruler; measuring with cups and teaspoons;
made play dough.

Physical Education: During pretend play, the children spread our
their wings to fly like planes, flapped their arms and became birds

and made large circles above their heads and then became
helicopters.  We ran through an obstacle course and

counted the number of kangaroo, bunny and frog hops
it took each child to get to the other side.  We drew

pictures of fruits and vegetables and discussed the importance of good
nutrition to keep their bodies healthy and strong.
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ELS SPRING MUSICAL for 2014
What: The Old Testament Fast Forward

When: Tuesday, May 20 at 7:00pm
Where: Castle Theater, MACC

Invite your relatives, friends, coworkers, and
associates!

It is a large financial commitment for ELS to
present the Spring Musical at the MACC each year.
Won’t you please help us by becoming a Patron of

the Arts?
PATRON OF THE ARTS

David $500 or more
Moses $250-$499

Abraham & Sarah $200-$249
Gideon $150-$199
Samson $100-$149

Adam & Eve $50-$99
All donations will be used to help us cover the

costs of this production.
All donations are tax-deductible.

Please make checks payable to ELS and note
“musical” on the

memo line.
LIKE and SHARE our Spring Musical event on your

FaceBook page!



May 2014                                                                           11



May 2014                                                                           12

YOU ARE INVITED TO BECOME A VOTING MEMBER OF OUR
CHURCH!

The Voters' Assembly of our congregation is the decision making body
of our church and manages all of its affairs.  Any communicant member
of our church who has reached the age of 18 is welcome to become a
voting member.  Our next regularly scheduled Voters' Meeting is on
Thursday, May 8th at 6:00 PM in the church.  Anyone who is wishing to
become a voting member is welcome to attend this meeting. Minutes of
our meetings are open to anyone and are available upon request.
Please speak with Pastor Schneider or Diane Wilson with any questions.
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