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Emmanuel Lutheran Church Communication Council

Pastor Joshua V. Schneider

Some months ago, Pastor Roschke and I were talking about the current
status of our building project, which has made very little progress or
movement in recent years, due to a variety of factors. He suggested the
idea of an open, informal discussion forum, dubbed the “Emmanuel
Lutheran Church Communication Council” (ELCCC), separate from the
voter’s meeting and separate from any task of making decisions, to restart
the conversation of where we are at and where we want to be. We held
the first such meeting on February 23, after 2ⁿd service, and though there
wasn’t a large attendance (about a dozen—several more wanted to come
but couldn’t make it), there was definite interest in continuing the
conversation, clarifying information about our progress and future goals,
and helping to get our congregation on the same page as to how best to
proceed.

We spent a considerable time bringing people “up to speed”, and
reviewing what had taken place thus far. Following the meeting I composed
a summary of what we discussed, which is available upon request. After I
had typed up that summary, and in conversation with a few others, we
realized that it would be helpful to write a concise history of the project,
including major milestones, facts and figures, that could be shared within
the congregation as a booklet to keep us on the same page and
understanding. Myself and a few others will work on compiling this so that
we can quickly bring people up to speed, who wish to learn about the
project.

Also at the meeting, we discussed various options to generate income
from the land to help pay down (or accelerate payment of) the remaining
loan on the property, which stands at approximately $480,000 in principal,
with 21 years left on the loan. There was a strong feeling that we should
have future discussions and try to re-energize the project. Simultaneously,
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we saw the need to keep up ongoing repairs and maintenance on our
existing building, and the signs of age that are rapidly appearing. This
brought up the question of how best to balance the costs of repairs here
against the present and future costs of the new property. Some
maintenance items have recently been addressed, like the school
playground, the roof (soon to be finished), and the kitchen cabinets. Many
other items are currently in need of repair. You can read a list of some of
these on page 12 and in the bulletin, and see if you may be able to
contribute time and effort toward one or more item, or contact our Trustee,
Tom Kekona (808) 760-8411, about how you can help.

Of course all maintenance and property issues are all in service of the
ministry that happens here, to keep our facilities in good repair and
appearance for our preschool, grade school, and church. We talked and
prayed about the low enrollment this year in the grade school, and the
positive direction we’re heading in for stabilizing and rebuilding our
program. The staff is working hard at open houses and people are getting
the word out to invite new students and families to our school. Any efforts
toward the future project cannot come at the cost of affecting our current
program. And most importantly we need to keep all of this in prayer. Some
specific prayer requests that you can lift up, the continued growth and
opportunity of our mission to share the love of Jesus with the children and
families of Maui, for our enrollment, for blessing on our teachers and staff,
especially Ann, who has worn two “hats” this year as 5th grade teacher
and principal, for open doors and opportunities to help us see God’s timing
in the building project, to know if and when we are ready, and for unity of
vision and purpose in our congregation.

Keep posted in the church bulletin for future meetings, and if anyone
would like a summary of the meeting, you can request it from me. I will
also keep the congregation posted once a history of the project has been
completed, if that is desired as well.
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Beautifying our Sanctuary

Over the past year, you may have noticed a variety of changes, to
beautify our worship space. Thanks to a generous memorial fund
contributed for this purpose in memory of John Bak, and the
handiwork of Rex Stockwell, a carpenter in our congregation, we have
a new pulpit, baptismal font stand, the altar has been repaired and
trimmed to protect some peeling veneer, a new altar book stand,
matching railings by the steps, and now to complete the look, a
beautiful cross behind the altar. We are also looking into having the
cross illuminated. The banners that had been hung behind the altar
will be moved to the wall near the eternal light. Some brainstorming
is also underway for the possibility of some illuminated stained glass
panels that could be designed and built by Carl and Dianne Corson,
who do beautiful stained glass work. These could potentially be
mounted on the wall near the pulpit, and be transferred into actual
windows in a future church building.

A couple of worn parament sets (the colored hangings that go on the
altar to indicate the season of the church year) are being replaced as
well. The blue Advent set was new this year, and a white set for festivals
is soon to be on its way. And finally, the voter’s decided at our February
meeting to purchase 100 new sanctuary chairs from Bertolini Inc, a
reputable chair manufacturer who supplies a lot of churches, including
here on Maui. By late April we may even have those new chairs in the
building! Almost all of these improvements are being made through
the memorial fund, and we are very grateful for the generosity of the
Bak family and for Rex & Kay Stockwell’s craftsmanship and design, to
help keep God’s house of worship beautiful. The effect of these
renovations in the altar area will be to draw people’s attention to the
cross and to God’s gifts of Word & Sacrament, which is what our church
is about, after all! Our mission statement is, “To share the Triune God
through Word and Sacrament, helping all to grow in Christ to joyfully
walk in His saving grace.”
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Of course the great thing is that all of these improvements are portable
to a future sanctuary. As previously mentioned you can contact Tom
Kekona, our trustee if you would like to help maintain or beautify in any
way.  Or if you have the skill of making banners and would like to make
some new ones to match our paraments, that would be welcome as well.
Of course any contributions toward these expenses or toward stretching
our beautification fund further are welcome. Maintaining our buildings is
a significant expense, and they are aging, but we appreciate those who
work to maintain them, and any of you who can contribute to continuing
to do so. We are also thankful to God that we have these facilities that we
have been entrusted to care for, and use. May we continue in good
stewardship of all He has given. See you soon in worship!

Feeling Comfortable with People who have Disabilities
Note from Pastor Schneider: the following article was supplied by our
CNH Disability Task Force. It’s part three of a four-part series for our

church newsletters. I hope you find them instructive!
Cerebral Palsy

Cerebral palsy is a condition that affects body movement and muscle
coordination.  The effects may vary from severe to mild, depending on
which part of the brain is involved.  In some instances the condition is
barely noticeable; in others, the person may be unable to speak, may
not have the use of their hands or may be unable to walk.  Most people
with cerebral palsy have normal intelligence.
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An estimated 500,000 adults and children in the U.S. have cerebral palsy.
Some causes of cerebral palsy are prenatal infections, lack of oxygen
during birth or head injury during or shortly after birth.
When with a person who has cerebral palsy:

·  Speak directly to the individual, not to their friend or companion.

·  Be patient and allow the person enough time to complete tasks in‐
dependently.

·  Think of ways to modify activities so a person with a disability can
participate.

·  When offering help, first ask what help is needed.

HELP TO BUILD AN INCLUSIVE WORLD ONE RELATIONSHIP
AT A TIME.

Information source: “Feeling comfortable with people who have
disabilities”, published by Bethesda Institute.
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Dianne Corson presented the West Maui LWML devotion at our recent meeting
in Napili. Entitled, the Three Trees, (author unknown). I feel everyone will enjoy
this touching message.
Three trees lived together on a hill and discussed dreams for their futures. The
first tree hoped to become a beautiful treasure chest,  filled with precious stones
and greatly admired. The second tree wished to become a mighty ship that would
safely deliver royalty to distant shores. The third tree dreamed of being the tallest
straightest, most lovely tree that people would remember for all time, because
it was close to God.
When the trees were cut down the first two trees were delighted to perceive their
dreams may come true. The third tree was cut for no purpose, other than the
woodsman wanted the wood it would provide.
Sadly, the first tree was made into a common feed box or animals, not beautiful
at all. The second tree became a small fishing boat rather than a mighty ship.
The third tree was left in the dark, having been cut into random large pieces.
Years passed, dreams were forgotten. One day a young woman gave birth in a
barn and needed somewhere to lay her newborn son. The feed box became the
crib for that child. The tree could feel the importance of this event and knew he
held the greatest treasure of all time.
A group of men were in the small fishing boat when a huge storm
threatened their lives. One man had fallen asleep,  but was awakened
by the others who were very fearful. When the boat heard the roused
man say “Peace” he knew that he was carrying the King of kings in
this small boat.
At last someone came for the third tree. People mocked the man
who had to carry this burden through the streets He then was
nailed to the tree and raised high to die. Sunday's arrival helped
the tree to realize that he was close to God because Jesus had been
crucified on him.
The moral of this story is that when things do not go your way, always
know that God has a good plan for you. Place your trust in and He will
give you great gifts.
To God be the glory! Aloha, Virginia Ka‘ia
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The preschool recognized Saint Patrick’s Day with the children creating
Shamrock people, Shamrock Leprechauns and a green, white and gold
windsock painted with green designs. Girl’s Day was also celebrated with
cherry blossom trees using paint and tissue paper. Bunny and Butterfly

picture compositions decorate the bulletin boards with Spring
time flair. The children were able to look at special
Japanese dolls dressed in different types of traditional
clothing that were brought into preschool.

In reading readiness, we are going over alphabet
recognition and beginning sounds in words. We had fun playing

with an alphabet puzzle and reviewing rhyming with a rhyming words
puzzle. We have started to draw and write in our individual workbooks.
The children going on to kindergarten are learning to write their first name.
In science, we are discussing living and non-living things. We went out
around the preschool grounds looking for living and non-living examples
and then recorded our findings on the wipe-off board. We also learned
about life cycles of: butterfly, ladybugs, apples, plants and frogs.
In math, we are working with shapes; building shapes using play dough,
sticks, yarn; identify, name, describe, compare and combine shapes. 3D
shapes are also being introduced ie. sphere, cube and cylinder. Numeral
recognition and balance blocks are also reviewed.
Physical Education: The children are continuing to strengthen their gross
motor skills with skipping, galloping and running relay races, rolling a big
colorful expandable ball, kicking balls and walking on walkers. During rainy
days, the children worked on fine motor skills by lacing shapes.

Emmanuel Lutheran Preschool
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April finds us on the downward slope, rushing toward summer. We are in
the last quarter of the school year and we have many exciting events
coming during these last two months of school.

We are currently accepting re-enrollments and new enrollments for next
year. We had five Open Houses in March to introduce our school to
prospective families. Our Kindergarten Open House included a delicious
spaghetti supper prepared and served by a group of
women from the church. Thank you, ladies! We contin-
ue to spread the word about our school as we pray for
increased enrollment numbers for next year.

Our students in grades 3-8 will spend a week this
month completing the Stanford Achievement Tests (SATs). Our test scores
continue to remain strong each year.

The month of April sees our students working on our May Day program
and on the Spring Musical. Both big events happen in May.

We are excited about the plans for improved Internet capacity for our
church and schools. We appreciate all the work that Trevor Sims, Pastor
Roschke, Pastor Schneider, and Stephen Kuske have put into this project!
Our plans for implementing a one-on-one computer enrichment pro-
gram for our middle school students for next year continue to move
forward.

Please continue to pray for our school as we move forward with His
ministry of touching lives with the love of Christ here on Maui.

Emmanuel Lutheran Elementary School
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"TO DO LIST'  FOR GOD'S HOUSE
Here is our list - please look it over and consider a project you would be
willing to support with prayer and or active participation.
●PAINT :  modular doors , steps and parts of deck
●PREP AND PAINT:  front of church and other "touch ups"
●REPLACE, PAINT:  interior door
●RE-FRAME/RE-MAT  Jesus picture ( Pastor Schneider offered..thank you)
●REPLACE 100 CHAIRS: being arranged by Pastor Schneider and Roschke
●LEVEL Preschool playground
●BUILD/BUY outdoor storage unit for mop, bucket,etc.
●EMPTY Matson container on new property..evaluate contents, disposal

as appropriate.
●UPDATE RESTROOMS: to be determined...Pastor Roschke is obtaining

estimates on this project.
●TINT windows above altar: Pastor Schneider offered to do this.  We do

have  an estimate of approximately $900 to have those windows as well
as window  wall done with commercial grade tinting. This should help
with keeping church cooler  as well as less fading of altar material.

MAHALO T0 YOU WHO HAVE  STEPPED FORWARD TO
●Clean fans on a quarterly basis
●Clean windows on a quarterly basis
●Mow the new property when asked (good news - the Gideons have

agreed to mow it on a quarterly basis
THIS LIST IS NOT ALL INCLUSIVE..subject to change with ideas
Please contact Tom @ 214-3812 with ideas and or to volunteer.

---In HIS Service---
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